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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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for children. But Jesus rebuked them and said, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for such is the Kingdom of heaven." (Matt 19:14) What a wonderful way to tell children about Jesus.


     4) It is an opportunity to evangelize. Many a parent has been converted to Christ because someone brought their children to VBS. Entire families have come to the Lord through this outreach opportunity. Use this as an occasion to evangelize. Make VBS a way you can open the door to one's spiritual needs. It is a non-threatening, simple way to invite others.


     5) VBS is sowing seeds for the future. Who can measure the good that is accomplished in years to come as children learn about God's word from competent, concerned Christian teachers. 


     Yes VBS is a lot of work. It requires the dedication of many and the commitment of all. But it is worth it. Invite the children in your neighborhood. It can make a difference in their life.


Ken Weliever


 (modified to meet our specifics) 


     I urge each of you to consider these thoughts and strive to make this VBS useful in the service of our Lord. Come and bring your children.  There are classes for  ages 9 months through 6th grade. Many have worked hard to produce this VBS, do your part by being here.


			JP














     We read, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shewth His handywork.” (Psalm 19:1)  We sing, “. . . All His hosts together praise Him, sun and moon and stars on high … all ye fruitful trees and cedars, all ye hills and mountains high, creeping things and beasts and cattle, birds that in the heavens fly …”


     God has created a truly marvelous and wonderful universe.  All creation, from the atoms that make up the molecules of the many elements to the stars and galaxies that are so enormously large in size and number, praise Him in declaring His glory.  God surely finds a measure of satisfaction in the things of His creation.  Genesis records six times during creation “God saw that it was good” and after creation was finished, “And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good” (Genesis 1:31).


     But the things of creation, plants, animals, earth, stars, etc., are controlled by God.  They have no choice but to serve the purpose God intended and, thus, praise Him.  For example, a beautiful sunset praises God, but the sunset the next day—and flowers and mountains and trees, etc.—praise Him just as much and God can make just as many of these as he desires.  But the praise by the things of His creation is not voluntary; it is inherent in their creation—they are “programmed” to glorify God.


     While the inherent praise of the things of His creation may be somewhat satisfying, that which pleases Him most is that which is “outside” of creation; something He did not create and does not control—namely, man’s reverence, obedience and devoted service to Him—man’s voluntary praise.








man a creature of choice, his reverence and obedience to God is something man chooses to do.  It is voluntary.


     It is man’s doing.  It did not originate or was not created nor controlled by God.  While His creation inherently “glorifies” Him, it is praise that does not originate with Him that pleases Him most.


     Until God created man as a free moral agent, a creature of choice, there was nothing to praise Him except that which was intrinsically so.  It is as if, and, in fact, may be that God felt He wanted praise from something other than that which was “forced” or “programmed” to praise Him.  Notice that Christ said acceptable worship must be “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24).  Worship that is forced (“I have to”), i.e., not from the heart, is not acceptable.  Such worship is no better than involuntary honor and praise of the things that have been “programmed” to praise God.


     Since God is going to destroy all the things that inherently honor and declare His glory, with momentary destruction (2 Peter 3:10), it logically follows that He would destroy that which does not honor Him at all—the wicked and disobedient (2 Thess 1:7-8).  However, because man is in the image of God (eternal soul) this will be eternal destruction (Matthew 10:28; 25:46).


     The only thing God will preserve (save) is that which voluntarily honors and worships Him—the people who serve Him faithfully.  We honor and serve Him faithfully by obeying His commandments (Matthew 7:21); Hebrews 5:9).  Only by obedience can we please God.  For our faithful obedience He will bless us eternally (Matthew 25:46).





					





The Pleasing Nature of Obedience


By Bobby J. Frizzell








     John the Baptist said, “. . . God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham” (Matthew 3:9).  In context this statement is about obedience.  John had just told the Pharisees and Sadducees, “Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.”  John’s point:  Ancestry does not make a person pleasing to God.  Physical relationship, even to Abraham, did not praise or please God any more than stones He has created.  More than physical birth (Lineage), stones, etc., it is sincere obedience that pleases God.


     Samuel told Saul, “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to harken than the fat of rams.”  (1 Samuel 15:22)  Sacrifices, per se, did not honor and glorify God.  They were pleasing only as acts of obedience.  In fact, failure to obey made sacrifices detestable (Isaiah 1:10-15).  It was obedience that God wanted (vv. 16-20).


     Christ asked, “What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?”  (Mark 8:36)  If possible, man could give the world and everything in it, but if he didn’t obey God he would not be pleasing to Him.  Things of the world were created by God and inherently honor Him, but what He wants and is more pleased with is that which is of man—man’s obedience.


     The lives of men are the only things that are outside God’s control.  They are the only things that do not by nature honor God.  God does use the lives of men to accomplish His purposes, but man controls his own life; he chooses right or wrong.  God built into man a desire to worship, but left man free to choose whom he will worship.


     Man’s freedom of choice is the reason God is more pleased with the honor and glory given Him by man than the intrinsic praise of His creation.  Because God made 








The Value of VBS





     Since its beginning the Mountain View Church has produced a Vacation Bible School program. I say produced because the amount of time, effort, energy and resources devoted to it make it a production. Our VBS begins a week from tomorrow  July 15, through July 19.


     Sometimes it is possible to engage in an activity so long that we can forget why we are doing it or the value behind it. Lest we become weary in well doing, let's consider some reasons why VBS is valuable.


     1) It is a scriptural work engaged in by the church. It is an opportunity to edify (Eph.4: 11-12). It supports the truth and the church is to be the pillar and ground of the truth. (2 Tim. 3: 5) It aids families in their God given duty to teach their children about the Lord (Eph.6: 4)


     2) It is a way to teach children about God. The wise man commanded young people to remember God in their youth (Eccl.12: 1). VBS is a way to impress upon youngsters who God is and how much he loves them. And how He has a plan for them.


     3) VBS is valuable because it is a way to bring children to Jesus. When he was alive and people were bringing children to Him, the disciples tried to stop them. They evidently thought Jesus was too busy and didn't have time


				Cont. on page 3

















FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Tyra 


Jones; Michael Burke’s grandmother Melinda 


Hampson’s mother recovering from cancer 


surgery and her father is recovering from heart


surgery also; Mrs. Alice Frasier suffering from 


mini strokes; Debbie Adams mother; Pam


 Gay’s mother; Chris Jackson as well as Joey, 


Jamie and the Jackson family; Jenna Adams’


 grandmother; Theresa Dickinson’s Sister: 


Matt Jones mother Linda Jones: Retta Roy’s 


father Jim Bittle having surgery 07/15 to remove 


fluid from his lungs





______________________________________


Remember





VBS…………..July 15 - 19


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---James Adams


 Song Leader----Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Brad Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Donnie Gilbert 


   Asst. 2-----Larry Coots


   Asst. 3-----Josh Green


   Asst. 4-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 5-----Joey Jackson 


2nd Prayer---Ken Gay


Read Scripture---Perry Betterton 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Roger Pink


Closing Prayer---Jack Green 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader---Matt Jones


2nd Prayer---Jordan Huff 


Read Scripture---Larry Coots


Sermon--------Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Brea Bowman


Announcements—Roger Pink


Closing Prayer---Lloyd Jackson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Lloyd Jackson


 Invitation---Collins Boayke


 Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














